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PREFACE. 


-oo- 


CJF'liis work, entitled ‘‘Buddhippasadani ”, is' a “ Tika ” or commentary 
on the Padasadhana, a Pali Grammar on the system of MoggaU 
layana. It was composed about 436 years ago, in tho reign of the 
great king Bliuwanaikabahu (A. 0. 1472), by the Venerable Sri Rahula 
(Shadbhasha-pammcavara Tnjpitaka-nagismrachanja, “ Master of six 
languages and Doctor of Buddhism”), author of Maudgalyayana 
Panchikapradipa, Kavyasekhara, and other well known works, and Princpal 
of the college Sri Vijayabahu Pariveua at Totagamuwa, in the district 
of G-alle, Ceylon, but subsequent to liis appointment to tho office of 
Sangliaraja (Pontiff). The importance and value of this work cannot, 
therefore, be too highly estimated. A brief account of the author will be 
found in the Pali Preface. — . 


The work Padasadhana above-mentioned, which may be called a 
highway to the science of grammar, was composed about 700 years ago, 
in the reign of king Parakramabahu the Great (A. 0. 1153-1186 ), by the 
Mahasthaviru (‘great elder’) Priyadarsi, a master of grammatical science 
and immediate pupil of tho Venerable Mahasthavira Maudgalyayana (chief 
of the Sthuparama Vihara at Annradhapura and author of Maudgalyayana 
Grammar comprising Sutra, Vritti, and Pauehika ), at the request of his 
uncle Kappina Adhikarama. * It is stated at the close of this Tika, Bud- 
dlxippasadani, that it was composed at the request of Dipankara-yati, 
a resident at Saptaratna-pratiraja Parivena, who had felt the great value 
of Padasadhana. 


There are Sinhalese verbatim translations and paraphrases for 
Padasadhana, but, to our knowledge, there is no Tika in Pali except this. 
Even the name of this valuable work was unknown to scholars until 1874 
when the work was discovered at Ridivihara in the Seven Korales by the 
late Malta Mndaliyar L. De Zoysa who was then inspecting Temple 
Libraries. This fact is continued by the Introduction of the Namatnala 
composed by the Revd. W. Subliuti (Pawaraneruttikachariya 
Mahavibhavi Rajaguru), High Priest, and printed at tho Govern¬ 
ment Press in 1876, and by other works. 


* It is stated that this Adhikarama was chief of the village Rainblia, 
situate on the Walaweganga in Giruvadolosdaliasriita bordering'Ruhunu- 
rata in the Southern part of Ceylon, and that his descendants are still 
found in tho Southern Province. 
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The great value and scarcity of this work have, therefore, induced me 
to bring out this edition in the hope of benefiting students and lovers 
of iiteratare. I have to acknowledge with thanks the valuable services 
rendered to me in this connection by the two learned Sthaviras Sri 
Dhirananda and Vaehissara, both of Waskaduwa, pupils of the 
Venerable Sipkaduwe Sri Sumangala, Principal of Vidyodaya College, 
Colombo, and Chief High Priest of the Western Province, who ably edited 
the text (of Which T supplied them with a valuable old manuscript) and 
wrote the prefaces. 


Knlutara, 28th February 1908-. 


ft. D. ft. Ulljepastnba 
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